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NOTES AND MEMOEANDA. 



Several important additions to the list of periodical publi- 
cations on social and economic subjects are announced. Each 
new venture endeavors to cultivate a field of its own ; yet 
the number bids fair to swell to unmanageable proportions. 
The indefatigable ardor of Germans brings us the Allgemeines 
Statistisches Archiv, of which the firm of H. Laupp, Tubingen, 
announces the first issue for jjublication in the course of the 
summer. It is to be edited by the competent hand of Dr. 
Georg Mayr, of Munich, and will appear twice yearly, each 
issue to contain some twenty Bogen, or perhaps three hun- 
dred pages. The annual subscription will be eight marks. 
The prospectus promises that most space shall be given to 
essays, in readable form, communicating the results of statisti- 
cal work. There are also to be papers on the theory and gen- 
eral bearing of statistics, and on technical questions relating 
to them, and notices of statistical literature. Comprehensive 
statistical tables will be avoided. 

The Annals of the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science will appear quarterly, under the direction of a 
board of editors consisting of Professor E. J. James of the 
University of Pennsylvania, Professor F. H. Giddings of Bryn 
Mawr College, and Dr. R. P. Falkner of the University of 
Pennsylvania. It will be published by the Academy, and will 
cover the wide field indicated by its title, yet with an en- 
deavor to give special attention to topics not touched by 
existing publications. A special effort will be made to print 
material for the student of economics and politics, such as 
documents, constitutions, reports. The price will be $5.00 a 
year, or, without the supplements, $3.00. 

In France, U Economic Sociale will appear monthly, under 
the editorship of Messrs. Emile Cacheux, Georges Hamon, and 
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Felix Martin, and will devote itself to social questions. As 
its title hints, it is in some sort an outgrowth of last year's 
exposition of social economy at Paris, and will confine itself 
mainly to social questions. Contributions from all schools of 
thought are welcomed ; though it is given out in advance that 
neither ardent laissez-faire nor " socialistic " State interference 
will meet the sympathy of the editors. It will he published 
by Messrs. Marchal et Billard, Paris, at 10 francs a year. 

Lastly, Messrs. Routledge announce a new serial publication, 
under the title of Questions of the Day, which is to be not 
quite a periodical and not quite a series of monographs. The 
editor is Mr. James Samuelson, and each number will contain 
contributions on one subject by various hands. The first sub. 
ject is " State Education for the People," with papers, among 
others, on India by Sir W. W. Hunter, on England by E. M. 
Hume, on the United States, Canada, Australia, by E. F. M. 
Maccarthy. There will be quarterly issues at 2s. Qd. apiece. 



Professor James Laurexce Laugrxin, some time Assist- 
ant Professor of Political Economy in Harvard University, 
has been elected to the professorship of Political Economy in 
Cornell University, and will enter on his duties in that insti- 
tution the beginning of the next academic year. 

Professor H. Dietzel, of Dorpat, has been called to Bonn to 
take the chair of political economy left vacant by the death 
of Professor Nasse. Dr. Victor Mataja has been appointed 
professor in the same subject at the University of Innsbruck. 



The powerful impression made by the German system of 
insurance legislation is shown by the steady continuance of the 
efforts to adopt similar measures in other countries of the con- 
tinent. In Denmark, the movement has reached the stage of 
a formal bill presented by the government, which proposes 
to set up for insurance against accident a compulsory system 
managed by the government and following in its main lines 
the German model. For insurance against sickness, however, 
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the English rather than the German example is followed. 
There exist already in Denmark a number of societies for 
insurance against sickness, ramifying through the country and 
affecting a very large proportion of the poorer classes of the 
population. These it is proposed not to supersede, but to 
encourage and improve. On conforming with certain regula- 
tions intended to assure their solvency and stability, they are 
to receive favors from the State. The favors are to be much 
more substantial than those which English legislation gives to 
registered Friendly Societies, the most noteworthy being a 
subsidy to their funds from the communes, amounting to one- 
quarter of the contributions paid in by members. No defini- 
tive action has yet been taken, and the Danish project so far 
is evidence only of the growing strength of the movement for 
public regulation of social insurance. 

In Switzerland, at a largely attended congress of working- 
men's associations, held at Olten in April, votes were passed, 
without opposition, in favor of a federal system of compulsory 
insurance against accident and sickness. On the other hand, 
a specific proposition in the canton of Basle has been rejected 
by popular vote. The council of the canton passed a meas- 
ure in February providing for compulsory insurance against 
sickness, the important elements in the scheme being an in- 
surance association managed by the city, and payment by 
the employers of half the contributions due on account of 
the persons employed by them. Submitted to referendum on 
March 23, it was rejected by a decisive majority, 5,017 against 
2,295. As in Denmark, there are in Basle a large number of 
voluntary associations for insurance against sickness, a fact 
which doubtless goes a good way towards explaining this 
vote. 



